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ballot, where additional information,
ballots and instructions may be ob-
tained, and other pertinent informa-
tion; and

(2) By such other means as the ref-
erendum agent may deem advisable.

§1160.607 Tabulation of ballots.

(a) The referendum agent shall verify
the validity of all ballots cast in ac-
cordance with the instructions and re-
quirements specified in §§1160.602
through 1160.606. Ballots that are not
valid shall be marked ‘‘disqualified”
with a notation on the ballot as to the
reason for the disqualification.

(b) The total number of ballots cast,
including the disqualified ballots, shall
be ascertained. The number of ballots
cast approving, the number of ballots
cast disapproving, and the pounds of
fluid milk products distributed during
the representative period by the proc-
essors represented in each grouping of
ballots, shall also be ascertained. The
ballots marked ‘“‘disqualified’’ shall not
be considered as approving or dis-
approving, and the persons who cast
such ballots shall not be regarded as
participating in the referendum.

(c) The referendum agent shall notify
the Administrator of the number of
ballots cast, the count of the votes, the
number of disqualified ballots, and the
volume of fluid milk products associ-
ated with the ballots cast as prescribed
in §1160.607(b). The referendum agent
shall seal the ballots and transmit to
the Administrator a complete detailed
report of all actions taken in connec-
tion with the referendum and all other
information furnished to or compiled
by the referendum agent.

(d) Announcement of the results of
the referendum will be made only at
the direction of the Secretary. The ref-
erendum agent or others who assist in
the referendum shall not disclose the
results of the referendum or the total
number of ballots and votes cast.

§1160.608 Confidential information.

The ballots cast, the identity of any
person who voted, or the manner in
which any person voted and all infor-
mation furnished to, compiled by, or in
the possession of the referendum agent,
except the list of eligible voters, shall
be regarded as confidential.

§1170.3

§1160.609 Supplementary instructions.

The Administrator is authorized to
issue instructions and to prescribe
forms and ballots, not inconsistent
with the provisions of this subpart, to
govern the conduct of referenda by ref-
erendum agents.
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§1170.1 Secretary.

Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-
riculture of the United States or any
other officer or employee of USDA to
whom authority has been delegated.

§1170.2 Act.

Act means the Agricultural Mar-
keting Act of 1946, 7 U.S.C. 1621 et seq.,
as amended by the Dairy Market En-
hancement Act of 2000, Public Law 106—
532, 114 Stat. 25641, and the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002,
Public Law 107-171, 116 Stat. 207.

§1170.3 Person.

Person means an individual, partner-
ship, corporation, association, or any
other business unit.
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